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Overview
The original 1950’s design consisted of 
a theatre and banqueting hall at ground 
level, and a library, games room and club 
room at lower ground level. Over the years, 
the building has been compromised by 
unsympathetic accretions and become 
outdated in functionality. With an 
appreciation of the quality of Chamberlin, 
Powell and Bon’s original design, the 
renovation proposed modest alterations 
to the internal layout to capitalise on the 
spaces’ inherent flexibility. The approach 
is characterised by four key principles: 
1. To create fully inclusive, flexible 

space.
2. To rejuvenate the original design.
3. To improve the building’s existing 

fabric.
4. To provide a sustainable legacy. 

Refurbishment
The refurbishment process has been 
extensive, covering the external fabric 
of the building to improve performance 
and the reorganisation of internal layouts 
to provide flexible spaces suited to the 
current (and future) uses of the building. 

The entrance has been transformed with 
increased space for congregation, the 
exposure of an original double height 
lantern – filling the reception with natural 
light – and the introduction of bold flat 
planes of colour that evoke the spirit of the 
original design. Chamberlin, Powell and 
Bon’s original design intent for the tile floor 
has been reproduced to restore the once 
championed, fluid relationship between 
the building’s interior and exterior. A 
kitchen linked to both the entrance lobby 
and the main hall enables the community 
to hold more catered events. 

The lower ground floor’s tripartite division 
was reinstated with improved flexibility 
through the use of moveable acoustic 
walls and pocket doors. A seating area and 
music rehearsal room, inherently quieter 
spaces, enjoy views out towards the pond 
and sunken garden.

Use of colour is key to the aesthetic of the 
building; serving to define space, echo the 
building’s history and tie it back to the rest 
of the estate. 

The Grade II listed Golden Lane Community Centre is located 
at the heart of the eponymous Golden Lane estate in central 
London. Studio Partington were commissioned to give this 
cherished community facility a new lease of life.
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“Studio Partington has 
transformed the run-
down community centre 
into an attractive and 
workable building. The 
refurbishment has given us 
the opportunity to cater for 
a range of activities within 
a flexible space, and allows 
for the services on offer to 
develop further.” 

– Tim Godsmark, Chair of the 
Golden Lane residents group

“It’s been so thoughtfully 
refurbished, and is such a 
lovely space. It makes you 
think about how excited 
people must have been 
back when the estate 
was first built - built with 
people and community 
building at its core. I’m 
looking forward to classes 
and events there and find 
myself wanting to join a 
group just so I can be part 
of it.” 

– Jacqueline, resident

Universal design
A key principle of the project was to 
improve the building’s usability for the 
community as a whole. Alterations to the 
internal layout have not only provided 
the flexibility needed to cater for various 
community-led groups but has created the 
opportunity to improve user experience on 
an individual basis.

Extensive consultations were held with 
the client and the community to develop 
the brief, and an access expert was 
consulted to inform the design process. 
As well as improving physical access to 
the building, feedback also highlighted 
issues with acoustics; acoustic baffles, 
sound insulation and induction loops were 
introduced to address this. Wheelchair 
access has been improved by installing 
a new power automated entrance door, 
levelling thresholds, improvements to 
the reception area, increased circulation 
space, accessible toilets and a new 
passenger lift. The new reception desk is 
at a height that is accessible to both those 
sitting and standing.

Community
This project has been the culmination of 
a process of close collaboration between 
residents, adult education providers, the 
client, contractors and architects. The 
formation of a steering group consisting 
of all relevant stakeholders, as suggested 
by Studio Partington, was key to this 
relationship. 

Regular steering group meetings 
were held throughout the planning 
process. Input from residents during 
these meetings shaped the building in 
significant ways. During the detailed 
design and tender stages two consultation 
events, open to all residents of the estate, 

were held. Extensive consultation was also 
undertaken with the City of London’s Adult 
Skills and Education Service (ASES) to 
develop spaces suitable for their needs.

The refurbishment has been well received 
by residents. 

Sustainability
Clients, residents and other end 
users were all keen to improve the 
building’s efficiency not only to reduce 
maintenance and operational costs, but 
moreover to improve its environmental 
performance. Dynamic thermal modelling 
was undertaken to understand the 
performance of the existing building, 
leading to the adoption of a fabric-first 
approach. Large expanses of single 
glazing were replaced with double glazed 
units, which were fitted within the restored 
original timber window frames. The roof 
was re-insulated with failing areas of 
coping and flashing replaced. 

The disused gas supply has been 
replaced with a new, all-electric services 
strategy, facilitating further reductions 
to the building’s overall carbon footprint 
and running costs. A photovoltaic array 
installed on the roof supplements the new 
strategy, offsetting a portion of the mains 
electricity required for ventilation, heating 
and cooling, lighting and auxiliary power. 
Motion sensitive, energy efficient LED 
lights have also been installed throughout 
and all services are now metered and 
controlled to minimise energy loss.

While the building’s Grade II listing and 
minimal form presented challenges, one 
can appreciate the lengths to which the 
design team and residents have gone to 
champion the building’s social, economic 
and environmental sustainability. 
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We have been very pleased with their collaborative and 
effective approach to developing and delivering high 
quality design solutions.

- Michael Gwyther-Jones, City of London Corporation


