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Schoolhouse Yard

Location
Woolwich, London

Client
Gallions Housing Association and Tilfen 
Land

Project Size
38 apartments

Value
£3.1m

Status
Completed March 2008

Awards
Brick Awards 2007
Best Public Housing Development - Winner

A new residential building on a former London Board 
School site, designed to complement and preserve 
the historic character of the adjacent Grade II listed 
Victorian school buildings.

Overview
School House Yard is a new 
residential building providing 38 units 
in total, over a third of which have 
been designed to specifications for 
shared ownership. It is part of the 
redevelopment of a former London 
School Board site, situated in a 
residential area of South East London. 
The school, which later housed the 
Woolwich Polytechnic, had been 
derelict for several years and was 
purchased from Greenwich Council in 
2003.

The site measures 1.4 acres and 
contains two school buildings dating 
from the
1890s. The four storey main building 
is locally listed and the single storey 
building is Grade II Listed. Both are 
of substantial brick construction and 
were converted into flats for market 
sale. (See Woolwich project.)

Schoolhouse Yard is a new build 
block sitting alongside the existing 
school building and completing the 
frontage to Bloomfield Road. It has 

been designed to complement the 
conversion of the Victorian buildings 
and to preserve the historic character 
of the site.

The external space was cleared of 
unsympathetic extensions to provide 
generous communal areas. The car 
park has been intensively planted with 
mature trees on an alternating grid 
to create a tree canopy above the 
parking area. This provides a pleasant 
outlook for the local community. 
Additional landscaping has been 
provided as an amenity space for 
residents. The former school is 
a dominant feature surrounding 
the townscape of two-storey 
terraced housing. The new building 
complements the existing buildings, 
allowing the former school to retain its 
role as a much loved local landmark.

Contextual Design
Careful consideration was given to the 
position, massing and detail of the 
new building to achieve a satisfactory 
relationship with the domestic context 
to the south (the Nightingale School 



Studio PartingtonSchoolhouse Yard

caretakers building) and with the 
imposing façades and scale of the 
locally listed Board School.

The new building is intended to 
have sufficient presence to make 
a significant contribution to the 
fragmented street edge of this section 
of Bloomfield Road but without 
challenging the visual dominance of 
the historic building. The frontage of 
the new building is set back from the 
street edge, to retain the school’s 
prominence and to allow for a 
generous strip of soft landscaping and 
tree planting on Bloomfield Road. This 

set back and the separation distance 
between the new and old buildings 
will ensure that the existing views of 
the old building will be maintained.

The existing Victorian architecture 
is comprised of load bearing brick 
walls of buff coloured London stocks. 
Details around windows and recessed 
panels are picked out with red stocks 
and occasional stone banding. 
The timber sash windows are of a 
generous size with stone cills, and 
the pitched roofs are of pan tiles with 
leadwork detailing.

Similarly the external façade of 
Schoolhouse Yard is of London stock 
brickwork and follows the same 
vertical proportion and emphasis 

runs at right angles to Bloomfield 
Road.

The proposed building presents four 
gabled roofs to the street, each of 
similar size and pitch to the gables 
on the existing building – continuing 
the rhythm and scale of the original. 
However, at the southern corner of 
the façade the roof forms step back 
and the angled verge of the gable 
extends to reduce the scale of the 
building and achieve a satisfactory 
transition from the main building to 
the smaller neighbour. 

New Homes
The accommodation is arranged over 
four floors with additional apartments 

of the school building, with full 
height, high quality timber windows 
paired together to reflect the strong 
vertical articulation and pattern of the 
original. Recessed panels alongside 
windows and balconies add further 
variety to the facade. At the southern 
corner (adjacent to the caretaker’s 
house) the rigid symmetry of this 
arrangement is broken to give the 
building a more domestic appearance 
and to accommodate the setback and 
change in profile of the roof. The main 
entrance of the building is central to 
the façade and located on axis with 
Cambridge Row, a side street that 
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within the roof space created by the 
steeply pitched roofs. The top floor 
flats are designed to an enhanced 
specification and feature high level 
ceilings, exposed structure and 
dormer windows, creating interesting, 
high quality spaces.
A typical storey contains 4 two 
bedroom flats, one at each corner 
of the building and 4 one bedroom 
flats. On the ground floor, two of the 
corner units are replaced by one bed 
units to create space for the entrance 
foyers. All units are designed with an 
open plan kitchen/ dining/ living area, 
with some units benefiting additionally 
from external space provided by 
private gardens or balconies and roof 
terraces.

The stairwell and communal corridors 
are daylit via a lightwell in the centre 
of the floor plan and a rooflight 
above the communal stair. All flats 
are naturally ventilated and heating 
is provided by convection radiators 

“In a difficult setting [Studio Partington] has 
managed to produce a modern building which is 
sensitive to its listed neighbours while displaying 
real contemporary quality and flair. We are 
delighted with the results.” 

– Amit Green, Development Manager, Tilfen Land Plc

powered by combi boilers within each 
unit.

Landscaping
The landscape strategy for the whole 
site aims to enhance the setting 
of both historic and new buildings 
by introducing generous planting 
strips on the main frontages to the 
courtyard space. The landscaping 
will also improve the amenity and 
privacy for occupants of the ground 
floor dwellings where garden areas 
will be defined by a series of ‘clipped’ 
hedges that will subdivide the spaces 
into external ‘rooms’. 

The tree planting follows a formal 
layout that will structure and subdivide 
the parking areas. The trees will be 
planted at frequent intervals between 
the parking bays (rather than between 
aisles) to ensure effective screening 
and shading. The final impression will 
be of a formal planted courtyard.


